LAUSD Random Search Data Points
In the 2013-14 school year, LAUSD spent over $500,000 conducting up to 180,000+ random student searches. The
searches recovered no guns and 13 “knives.”
In the 2014-15 school year, up to 200,000+ random searches were conducted, with no guns and 20 “knives” recovered.
One-third of all “knives” found in random searches were utility, tool, or small pocket or “butter” knives.
Over both school years, there were up to 380,000+ random searches costing LAUSD over a million dollars district-
wide that only resulted in:
o 1 BB gun +1 stun gun + 1 brass knuckles +1 electric shocker + 1 “shank”
2 batons + 2 mace sprays + 2 shells/bullets
15 razor blades, box cutters, or exacto blades combined
17 pepper sprays (frequently worn by young girls on keychains for out of school protection)
And 33 “knives” for a total of 76 weapons out of 380,000+
= Roughly I out of every 5,097 weapon hit rate from the random searches
Only 59 out of the roughly 180 schools configured for grades 6-12 recovered a weapon in the two school years.
There were 346 instances where over a dozen students were searches at once, and several instances where over 100
students were search at once.
Students are frequently targeted and subjected to random searches for being late or tardy.
After revisiting the paraphernalia items, fewer drugs were recovered in random searches than originally reported. There
were previously instances where paraphernalia, seeds, containers, and 3 “empty container with marijuana wax
residue” were coded as drugs. After the corrections, there were only 56 instances where drugs were found in random
searches over the two school years.
Cocaine and heroin were recovered once each in the hundreds of thousands of random searches. Both were recovered
at Bell High a week apart. The preliminary data analysis did not distinguish the instances, but the searches accounted
for the 4% (or 2 out of 46) drug searches where marijuana was not recovered. So marijuana was 96% of the illegal
drugs, not 97% as presented on to the board on Tuesday.
K9 police dogs are being used in the random searches at some schools despite the district policy/claims that 1) the
policy is focused on weapons and 2) is not conducted by police officers.
The previous pie chart presented to the district included extra records from the 2016-17 school year. After removing
those records, the finds are as followed.
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